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THE NEWS THIS MORNING,

FonriaN.~The Tonguin Credits hill was adopted
yesterday in the Chamber of Deputies. —— Nine
porsons in Sligo pleaded guilty of conspiracy to
murder. = The trial of four persons for con-
spiracy to kill William Smith, of Barbavilla, was
begun. Orders have been sent to Suoakim to
make no military movement until the arrival of
Baker Pacha, ——— The poet Tennyson hus been
made o Baron.

Coxaness.—In the Senate the Stauding and
other committees of that body were appointed ;
bills were introduced, to provide for coinage at the
Denver mint; to increase the salaries of Army
chaplains ; for the relief of the Btate of New-York ;
to regulate elections for Representatives in Con-
gresa; to regulate promotions in the Army ; anthor-
ing the construction of a building for the Library
of Congresa. In the House bills were intro-
duced, declaring forfeited certain land grants to

eailroads ; appropriating $6,000,000 for Mississipp

River improvements; granting pensions to sur-

vivors of the Mexican War; for the orgnmzation

of the Territory of Alaska; to establish a Burean
of Commerce and Navigation ; to incorporate the

Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua; to regu-

late railroad trafiic; to establish a Court of Ap-

peals; to establish a uniform system of bank-
ruptey; to create the postal telegraph of the

United 8tates. ——— A resolution was adopted

bringing the case of Patrick O'Donnell to the at-

tention of the President.

DoMesTi0.—A son of Dr. 8, Johnson, of Ocean
Grove, N. J., swallowed aconite by mistake on Sun-
day and his life was saved with difficalty, ——
During a conflict at a political meeting at Green-
ville, in Mississippi, on Baturday night three col-
ored men were shot, one being killed, aud one white
man was injured. Ex-Lioutenant-Governor
Averill, of Connecticut, died at Danbury, Conn.,
on Sunday night. 1t is feared that four fish-
ing vessels of Gloucester, Mass., have been lost at
sea. The steam barge Enterprise sunk on
Lake Huron yesterday and seven lives were lost.

City aAxD SUBURBAN.—~THE Tribuxe's disclos-
ures of franda in street contracts ecaused much
exeoitement in the municipal departments aud else-
where yesterday. Commissioner Thompson made
an attempt to reply. Distriet-Attorney Pock-
ham sent his resignation to the Governor on
Bunday, and yesterday Peter B. Olney was ap-
pointed to succeed him. =—— The opening address
for the defence in the Fenardent-di Cesuols suit
was made by Albert Stickney; CGeneral di Cesnola
began his testimony, =———— The trial of Policeman
Conroy was continned, Two applications
were made for the transfer of unexpended balances,
=—— Mr. Morosini failed to produce the books of
Connor & Co. The trial of Amadée Bigot for
murder was begun, =——— The funeral of Colonel
Michael W, Burns took place. ——— Guold value of
the legal-tender silver dollar (41213 grains), 85,39
senta, ——— Stocks were active only in spots;
generally they were lower, and closed dull, with
Jome recoveries,

TeE WEATHER.—TRIBUNE local observations in-
dicate that colder and clear or fair weather may
be expected to-day in this eity and vicinity. Tem-
perature yesterday : Highest, 46°; lowest, 33%;
average, 307%°.

Many friends complain that they were unable
to secure copies of Sunday’s and Monday's
TrisuNsE at their regular news-stands,  If the
complaints should continue to-day we shall be
greatly obliged for the particulars in every case,
The newsdealers, we know, intend to supply
the demand, but the sudden rush for the ex-
posnres of the unbalanced bid frauds in the City
Govermment exhausted their liberal supplies.

e

Life insurance companies wisely dislike try-
ing to avoid the payment of a policy on the
death of the policy-holder. It hurts their busi-
ness ; for men do not want to leave a lawsuit to
their families when they die, But when fraud
is as apparent as it seems to be in the Fall River
cases just reported, the companies owe it to
their honest patrons to sift the matter to the

. bottom and secure the punishment of the ras-
cals, Itis not likely that the swindlers in Fall

River went so far as to poison anybody to get
his insurance, or even so far as to arrange a

funeral ; but unless all signs fail they
fnsured a number of broken-down crea-

 turss whose speedy death was loft for tho rum-

to bring about. This must mean per-
3 it ought to mean State Prison also.
. -———

M. Ferry, the agile Prime Minister of Franoce,
_ yesterday in the Chamber of Deputies
n & brand-new attitudein relation to the Tonquin

is conservative and notrapacious, This statement
is not strictly in harmony with M. Ferry's re-
cent significant declarntion to these same Depu-
ties, that ¥ it is necessary to think for the future
position of the sons of honest Frenchmen.”
Then he begged the whole question by remark-
ing that the Republican Government of France
was not responsible for the movement anyway,
because Admiral Montaignae pointed out the
pecessity of it in 1876, It isalittle difficult to
keep track of M. Ferry inall his ways; they
are 8o devious snd crooked that merely to
enumerate them makes the enumerator secm
captious.
- ——

Mr. Peckham's resignation of the office of
District-Attorney, to which he was so recently
appointed, is a ecanse for deep regret. DBut
there scems to be no help for it, since Mr.
Peckham's delicate -health could not bear the
| strain. He says truly that it is not mere roi-
| tine work which is demanded of the District-
Attorney at present, but work of the severest
kind. The condition of the City Government
just mow is such that there is great need of a
District-Attorney whose very name is a terror
to evildoers. Mr. Peckham was that kind of a
man, and we are sorry to have him go. In
geleeting Mr. Peter B, Olney as his snceessor,
the Governor has made an excellent choice,
although Mr, Olney has not had the experience
nor made the record of Wheeler H. Peckham.
He has the best possible chance, however, to
win distinction by an energetic performance of
bis duties as prosecuting officer. We trust he
will fulfil the high expectations which were
aroused when Mr, Peckham was sclected.

_.*_-—

Those persons who, merely from reading the
testimony for the plaintiff in the Feuardent-Di
Cesnola trial, have reached the conclusion that
the Director of the Museum of Art and
the Trustees "are swindlers and perjurers,
will now have a chance to revise and
suspend  their judgments. The defence
defence in this case was opened yesterday by an
address from Mr. Albert Stickney, a lurge
part of which is printed elsewhere in this im-
pression.  Mr, Stickney pointed out that the
plaintiff has not followed up the gross charges
which lio made in the first place, bat has kept
discreetly clear of them; and has taken up a
month with testimony which does not bear on
the main issues set forth m the pleadings. He
then gave the explanation which the defence
has to offer against the charges that the statue
of the Priest has been changed and that the
album of photographs was matilated to conceal
frand, These and all the other points the de-
fence expect to sustain with unimpeachable evi-
dence. 1t will be just as well, therefore, for
the public to wait a little before adopting the
belief finally that General di Cesvolaand the
Museum Trustees are eapable of the frand and
stupidity imputed to them by Mr. Feuardent
and his supporters.

COMMISSIONER THOMPSON'S REPLY.

It is not probable that any reader of Toe
Trisuse expected thet a satisfactory explann-
tion conld be made of the frauds that we have
exposed in city contracts, The Tacts and figures
taken directly from the records of the Finanee
Department speak for themselves, They show
that through the results of a system of false es-
timates and unbalanced bids the taxpayers of
this city have been fleeced to the extent of mill-
jons of dollars. Hence there will bo no surprise
that Mr, Thompson's attempt at defence is so
lame and feeble, He asserts that he acted within
the letter of the law, As yet Tue TrRIBUNE
has not disputed that, It is just becanse he sno
ceeds in inflicting so serious injury upon the city
by the betrayal of his trust, while scheming to
keep out of theshadow of he State Prison, that
he is so dangerous a man in one of the
most important offices in the municipal govern
ment. It is his sworn duty to protect the in
tercsts of the city. Tue Trisuxe has shown
how skilfully he has betrayed the inferests
of the city under what he trusts is the cover of
law.

4 The sol. charge presented,” Mr, Thompson
saysin a light and easy way, *is that in some
“ cases the Department has accepted unbalaneed
4 bhids,” And then expanding on the subject to
a reporter headds : * Hundredsof contracts have
& pheen awarded, and Sfor Jregulating, ferading,
4 e, only five have been on unbalanced bids.”
That is simply an impudent untruth, We have
already shown that seventeen contracts, in thie
particular branch of strect work, were letj on
unbalanced bids; and we can assure Mr,
Thompson that we have not exhausted the sub-
jeot. Ile confesses that he let one extremely
bad contract on an unbalaneed bid, after all gues-
tion of doubt as to his power to reject such bids
was removed.  We shall be uble to show that
this is not the only case of that sort,

There is no room for doubt about the respon-
sibility for preparing false estimates. ‘That is
the corner-stone of the whole fraudulent strue-
ture, If the estimates were correct the bidders
would all be on an even footing and the evils
of the corrupt system would disappear, No
subterfuge about bad laws will ex-
cnse  false cstimates, I the engi-
neers employed by Mr, Thompson are not
able, after examination, to estimate as well as
the contractors do the character of the ground
covered by a street contract, then it is time
that some of the contractors were cmployed to
do that work for the city. John Brady made
no mistake when he bid $8 for earth excava-
tion, and one-quurter of a cent for rock. A
mistake in that case, as in any other of the
unbalanced bids, wonld be fatal to the contrac-
tor. They bid on sure things. And they are
not civil engineers paid high prices for making
actual surveys and estimates,

We are not astonished that Mr, Thompson is
applying for an appropriation in order to in-
crease the pay of lns employes who make out
the estimates. Inereased appropriations are,
apparently, the chief aim in his administration,
But we trust that he will not get one centof the
money he seeks for the purpose of making ** bor-
ings." The surveyors are well paid now—
far too well paid for the character of the work

_they have been doing. If Mr. Thompson would
select thoroughly honest and competent men for
the service there would be no need of ap-
propriating more money to save the city
treasury from plunder, But they might not
prove of as much value to Mr, Thompson him-
gelf as have the men who appear to have worked
o faithfully in the interest of certain contrac-
tors.

Commissioner Thompson doesnot ask,  What
are you going to do about it 1" but he might as
well, It would be as pertinent to his defence
ns the figures he presenta in regard to contracts
“gntered into and finished.” The trouble is
that some of the worst contracts, like that
awarded to John Brady, are unfinished. The
jntroduction of the 196 paving contracts, on
which Mr, Thompson is able to show an apparent
saving of $18,722, is simply ridiculous, We
have not yet said anything about street paving;
but we will be able to show excessive charges
for that kind of work as well as for
regulating ' and grading and sewer con-
tracts. And yet the most obtuse cngineer
ecould hardly blunder on an estimate for square
yards of street paving, Hence there is no op-
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portunity for unbalanced bids in that work,
which is one reason why Mr, Thompson gives
out so much of it in $999 orders, to avoid the
statutory limitation of $1,000, above which
there must be a public letting. Laying aside
the paving contracts, his showing of actual
direct loss to the city is $45,657 on 170 con-
tracts. We have analyzed in Tae Trie-
oNEe twelve contracts, taken from the records
of the Finance Department, showing an excess
of cost over the bids amounting to $154,705.
On one other contract there was an excess of
$110,000 in cost over the bid. And there are
pumerous others of a like character, Mr.
Thompson will have to revise his figures.

But the difference between the bid and the
actual cost of a contract is only a very
small part of the loss to the city treasury.
The great drain is in the reduction
of assessments, as we have already proved.
Mr. Thompson's whole answer is simply
an attempt to evade the real issue, and a feeble
one at that. Has his administration of the
Department of Public Works resulted in gain
to the city, or in losses of the most serious sort,
for which there can be neither apology nor
exense? The answer is plain to every one who
has read the disclesures of the last two days in
Tue TrInUNE,

We postpone for a day the publication of the
figures and details concerning additional eon-
tracts which disgrace Mr. Thompson’s adminis-
tration, in order to give space to the statements
of city officials, the opinious of taxpayers, and
the comments of the press on TrE TRIBUNE'S
revelations. But we are by no means throngh
with the Department of Publie Works, And
there are other departments remaining to be
taken up.

10 THE GRAND JURY,

One month ago a special Grand Jury was em-
panelled in the Court of Oyer and Terminer to
investigate the condition of the public depart-
ments; and in charging them, at the beginning
of thefr labors, Judge Noah Davis referred in
strong terms to the serions nature of the accu-
sations and rumors which they had to examine.
He remarked with perfect truth that the subject
weighed heavily on the minds of all thinking
people in this community, and that the manage-
ment of the financial affairs of a great city
which raises and disburses taxes to such a large
awount as New-York properly oceasions an ex-
treme anxiety. “There is no law, no rale of
“ moruls, justico or common sense,™ he continned,
“that should prevent on the part of every pub-
1t officer, and most especially every Grand
“ Juror, the exercise of that serutiny which will
“ goe that the heavy burden imposed on the peo-
“ ple of this eity by ita enormons taxation is not
“used for any purpose exeept thoso for which it
“is nllowed by the laws of the Jand,” Then he
called attention to certain departments concern-
ing which ugly stories wern particularly frife.
“In respect to the Department of Publie
“ Works,” he said, “no man can shut his eyes to
W the truth that all sorts of rumors pervade the
“ publie press and are whispered in all cireles,
“that wrongs have been perpetrated in that
“oftice ; that people employed there have been
#able to extort wrongfully and eorraptly for
“their private use moneys that belong to the
“l‘[l_\'.“

The Grand Jury to whom these vigorous in-
structions were addressed is still in seasion. It
is composed of the following gentlemen :
MERRITT TRIMBLE, foreman,

HARVEY B LANE, CHARLES F, KEYES,
FRANCIS A. WYNKOOP, GEOROE H, PUTNAM,
MAX OVEY, JACOR ADLER,
LOWELL LINCOLN, GEORGE M, ROUBINSON,
THOMAS (1, BLOAN, JOHN J, McOINNIS, Ju,
ROBERT €. LIVINGATON, W.F. BRIDGN,
HENRY 8, HEAMAN, HENRY V. MEAD,
ALEXANDER BHANDOO, FRANCIA A, STOUT,
DAVID R NASH, MATTHEW MURKAY,
CHRISTOPHER WRAY, BOWIE DANT,
GEORGE M. LEAVENTRITT,

These respeetable eltizens have been solemnly
warned by Judge Davis that they are required
to investigate the reported frands in the depart-
ments, and the Judge adds: “It is your duty
# ynder vour oaths, under the law of the land,
“to see to it that the investigation is so thor-
“ough, so complete and so searching that the
i snilty shall not escape, and that, above all, the
# innocent shall be ‘eompletely vindicated.” It
is understood that some of the Grand Jurors
liave complained of adifficulty in getting precise
intelligenen abont the affales referred to them.
Well, Tug Trinuse has now given them some
tolerably preecise Information about the plun-
dering of the publie treasury, and is prepared to
give them more ; and everybody will be eurious
to see what they are going to do about it, 1If
they do not give us a * thorough, complete and
searching ™ investigation, if they do not follow
the trace of guilt from the pillaging contractor
to the perjured official, the people will be apt to
hold somebody respounsible.

A SHAMELESS I'ROCEEDING,

Evidently some of the Police Justices of this
ity have a poor opinion of their official dignity
or take extrmordinary interest in  violators
of the Excise law, It was a shameless nct for
three of these Justices to ask the District-At-
torney to sustain them as against the police in
their decisions in favor of the liguor-dealers who
have forfeited their licenses, The Police Jus-
tices construe the laws, not the Distrct At-
torney. 1f they believed their decisions to be
correct, they shonld use the power of their
courts to enforea them. If there happened to
be a decision of a higher court which was ad-
verse to their own, then it was their business
and duty to follow that ruling, just as it was
the police eaptaing’ duty to enforce the law as
pronounced by the higher court.

Private business yearns for these Police Jus-
tices, ns it yearned for Justico Murray twenty
years ngo, The men who violate the Excise
laws have no right to protection from the
beneh, and the Judges who on and off
the bench, in season and ont of season,
without rhyme or reason, persist in  pro
teeting them will be apt to fall under the sus-
picions which twenty years of time have not al-
layed in the case of Justlee Murray, The inter-
est shown i8 unpseemly and untimely, This
connty only ten years ago had to nsk the Legis-
lature to blot out the whole foree of Police
Justices in order to get rid of three or four cor-
rupt ones who showed a too great interest in
lignor-dealers, gamblers and other disreputable
characters. A Republican Senate did it in
1873. The next Senate of this State is Ropub-
lican,

THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION.

The next Republican National Convention is
only a few months distant. And yet to-day
fiuds the important question of the method of
calling that body together practically unde-
cided, True, at the meeting of the National
Committes held in January last, a conclusion
was renched on this point, T'rme also that it
was not a conclusion that seemed to reflect the
judgment of the rank and file of the party, save
ns it provided for distriet representation, The
agreement reached by the Committee afteralong
and earnest debate was that the Convention of
1854 should consist of four delegates-at-large
from each State and two delegates from ench
Congressional district and two from each Terri-
tory and the District of Columbia, In other
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words, the Committoe decided to retain the
present plan of representation.

The dissatisfaction whioh resulted from this
action of the Committee is to find expression at
its meeting which is to be held at Washington
to-morrow, Senator Frye will present a mothod
of representation in the National Convention
whose essentinl features have already been
given in Toe Trisuse. It proceeds upon the
theory that representation in a Republican eon-
vention qught to turn not, as now, on the popu-
lation of the States but on their Republican
population, Common sense and experience in-
dorse this method, A National Convention ia
not & convention that nssumes to represent all
the people of the Nation. It represents only
the Republicans of the Nation, and such non-
enwmerated voters as may be in sympathy with
the general policy of the Republican party, Mr.
Frye's plan Is to be commended on the ground
that it would necessarily render the National
Convention moro truly representative of the
wishes of those for whom it stands.

The one great danger that menaces the
coming Convention—a menace that has threat-
ened to prove fatal to the highest usefulness of
some of its predecessors—is that a combination
of districts in which there is no Republican
strength to speak of may be able to force the
nomination of a candidate for the Presidency
who is not the choice of the States who will be
depended on to elect him, or of the great body
of the party. The Frye plan would prove fatal
to this.  No valid reason can be urged against
it. It disfranchises nobody, it is unjust to no-
body, It is good Republican doctrine that one
Republican is as good as another Republican,
but not as good as ten others, Under the sys-
tem of representation which it s proposed to
supersede, one man in one section is made equal
to hundreds in another, and the States that will
not give the ticket an electoral vote may never-
thelcas absolutely control its nomination.

It is & good time to reform this evil. If it is
allowed to continue it is certain to play the
puarty a bad trick some day.

WHAT IS A “GOOD" CUNTRACTOR?

One of the defences urged in behalf of Com-
missioner Thompson is that swindling by un-
balanced bids is impossible because “a good
“ contractor can estimate Lis street as well as the
“official in the department.” Thisis o light
and airy defence for a man like My, Thomp-
sgon to toss o,

When Mr. John Drady bid a quarter of a cent
a yard for rock excavation, and $8 a yard for
ecarth exeavation, with the curious result that
on a contract calling for n total payment of
15,676 he has thus far carned over $60,000
and ia still at work, he must have felt that a
“good " contractor could estimate his street o
deal better than the official in the department,

DISASTERS IN EGYIPT.

The Egyptinn troops have met with another
disaster in tho Soudan. The garrison of Sua-
kim, the port on the Red Sea which is the
natiral base of supplies and reinforcements re-
quired for military operations in the nupper Nile
country, finding itself surrounded with hostile
bands of hill-moen, planned a sortie with seven
hundred men. This column was attacked s
short distance from the town, and after a’stub-
born fight was cut to pieces, barely fifty men
escaping. The victorious hill-men are not fol-
lowers of the False Prophet. His fanatical
horde has not yet reached the White Nile, but
fs still concentrated near Obeid, about 700
miles in an air lino from Suakim, or not less
than a thousand miles by camel's track across
the desert. The hill-men near the sea have re-
belled agninst Egyptian authority on their own
accounut, repulsing soveral attacks of the
soldiery and killing a British Consul. They
have no direet connection with the False
Prophet's movement, althongh  fanaticism
gpreads like a flame in the dry tinder of a Ma-
hometan population, His suceesses may have
captivated  their imagination ; fdervishes may
have been preaching among them o holy war;
but they have not formally enlisted under his
banner. Their own trinmph will render them
implacable foes of the Egyptian Government,
and will not only endanger the position of the
garrison at Sunkim, now reduced to 1,000 men,
but will prevent the opening of the road from
the sea to Berber on the Nile, and the subse-
quent relicf of Khartoum, if the False Prophet
ventures to besiege 1t

This second disastrous defeat illustrates anew
the Inefficiency and weakness of the Egyptian
troops. The blacks engaged in this action were
considered the flower of the army. [If this
pleked forea conld not resist the onset of an
ill-organized rabble, little dependence can be
placed upon the reinforcements which Baker
Pacha is now conducting to Suakim. The
Egyptian soldiers either will not or cannot fight.
That the regiments commanded by Hicks Pacha
should have been vanguished in the desert three
hundred miles from their base of supplics was
not surprising. ‘That force was recruitod
mainly _from the rebellious army which had
been stampeded at Tel-el-Kebir. The dishand-
ment of Arabi's foree was suddenly interruptod,
and the rank and file, demoralized by defeat,
were shipped to the Soudan as disgraced pris-
oners of war. Hastily armed, commanded by
officers  whom they disliked, and dragged
ngainst thelr will into a eampaign in the desert
under every dissdvantage of position, they were
led into battle only to be butchered. § Their do-
feat was inevitable under the circumstances.
But the sortio from Suakim “was condueted by a
better cluss of tronps, Althongh outnumbered
by their foes, they had ouly been marching
three hours, had quitted comfortable garrison
quarters where they had been well suppried
with provisions, and hud the advantages of su-
perior discipline and orgunization on their side ;
aud yet they too were defeated and masaaered,
There is no fightlng materinl in the Egyptian
army, whether Arabi's or Valentine Baker's,
the old rebellions rabble or fhe inexperienced
gendarmerie, In an emergeney it is powerless
and helpless.

The Khedive eannot hold the Sondan or res
gain Kardofun without assistanc® He is
mainly responsible for a disastrons eampaign
undertaken against the advice of Lord Dufferin,
8ir Evelyn Baring, and even of Hicks Puacha
himself. He wns unwilling to renounce his fie-
titious authority over the African Empire con-
quered for his predecossors on the throne by Sir
Samuel Baker and Colonel Gordon, The Brit-
ish Government is not directly responsible for
the blunders and disasters of Obeid and Suakim,
but it caunot avoid the consequences of the
Khedive's rash adventures and visionary
schemes of conquest. It must either support
him in the Soudan or cat off from Egypt an em-
pire as large as (ndia; and whether it indulges
his ambition or dwarfs and purnlyzes his
authority, it must garrison his territories per-
manently.

THE PORT JERVIS EPIDEMIC.

The State Board of Health, ndopting Tz
Trinuse's suggestion, has ordered s scientifio
investigation of the outbreak of typhoid fever
in Port Jervis. The report of the expert has
not been made publie, but the abstract of it fur-
nished in yesterday's issue fully corroborates
the views exprossed in these columns, The dia-
@aso has been found mainly in houses supplied

with milk from s single dairy-farm, and while
certain districts of the town are in an unsani-
tary condition the casesare noteonfined to those
quarters, but are distributed so generally as-to
indicate a geuneral eause independent of local
drainage or water . The expert appar-
ently is convinced that the disease is attribut-
able to fever germs contained in the milk fur-
nished from one dairy-farm. It will be Inter-
esting to learn whether he found anything
amiss in the sanitary condition of the dairy-
farm itself, g

This ontbreak of typhoid fever bears a re-
markable resemblance, as we have already
pointed out, to the prevalence of the same dis-
ease in 8t. Pancras, London. In that instance
the local water-supply and drainage were not
at fault, and there was conclusive evidence that
the fever poison was carrled from house to
house in the milk-can, At the dairy-farm a
well was found to be ashort distance from a
cess-pool, a tree etanding between them and
affording by its roota special facilities for intil-
tration. 'The Orange County physician who has
recently given our readers the benefit of his
pevsonal observations regarding barn-yard
wells has lent eolor to the suspicion that some
glaring dofoct of this sort may be disclosed in
the suspected dairy-farm near Port Jervis.
The sanitary science of the day does not present
any guestion that Is more interesting and im
portant than that of farm drainage as the direct
cause of discass communieated by milk.

Think of Mr. Hubert 0. Thompson acoepting bids
for earth and rook excavation on the new aque-
duct! It would bs a great day for the County
Demoerncy when the clans of Slattery, Gallagher,
Brady, McKim, Finn, Kane, Reilly and O'Grady got
their contracts for blasting rock on that big job at
1 vent & onbio yard and shovelling dirt at a doliar &
shovel. But Mr, Thompson's chance is gone,

The time was when Sir Charles Wentworth Dilke
was the leader of » forlorn hope of English repnb-
licanism, speaking and voting agaiust the princely
incomes of members of the Royal household, aud in-
enrring the hatred aud contempt of London society
as a demagogno and an onteast, Now he is & mem-
ber of the Cabinet, who recerves special invitations
to Windsor Castle to confer with the Queen in re-
lation to the needs of the London poor and the ex-
pediency of introducing special measures for effect-
ing the clearance of the worst distrieta and the
Introduction of sauitary reforms on a large scale,
Sir Charles Dilke has become o practical statesman,
discerning what is possible under the present social
eonditions in England, and diseriminating between
that and what is apparently only chimerical. At
tho same time he has remuined a sincers Radieal,
devoting his energies to the advancement of English
democracy and leaving another generation to dream
of English republicanism,

Thaddens 8tevens is oredited with speakingof a
certain religions denomination as standing for “ the
varioloid of religion,” Tarifi reform as now being
energetieally promulgated might well be called the
varioloid of free trade,

The London Times made the one hundredth Evacu-
ation Day the text for s most admirable and gen-
srous nrticle on the destiny of the United Statea,
After ringing the changes on the familiar jangle of
the economie progress, debt-paying capacity and
gonaral prosperity of the conntry, it concedsd that
the century-old Republic is giving every indieation
of a future ns remarkable in the region of morals
and of ideas as in the material region, It considers
it vain to deny that literature {8 beginning to take
charaoter of Ita own, that in art Americans are
showing, if not independonce, at least an extraor-
dinary facility which may lead thom to better
things before long ; and that the keen intellect of
the country is turning with eagerness, not unin-
formed with eritiolsm, toward the best the modern
world can give it, This is a sort of praise which
Americans seldom receive abroad. Their wealth,
enterprise and resonrces are universally acknowl-
edgod as among the marvals of national progress,
but s seer generally goes with the praiss, thelr
civilization bolng languidly condemned as merce-
nary and sordid. The intelloctual aud moral prog-
ress of the American people seldom obtains recog-
nition in Europe.

For the reasonable compensation of £30,000 a
New South Wales gentleman promises to disclose to
the New Bhakespeare Socioty the name of “the
well-known historical character” that wrote the
plays of Shakespears, Perhaps if_the society wonld
ponsent to makn it £30,000, he wonld explain
whether Hamlot's madness was real or nssumed,
draw a map showing the true routs to the North
Pole, reveal the socret of the anthorship of the Saxe
Holm stories, mention the only trustworthy cure
for a cold, and give a decision as to the authership
of the * Bread-Winners.,” In any event, it is to be
hoped that our New Sonth Wales friend will take
cars of himself, A really able reader of riddles is o
handy mun for the world to have around,

How often we complain of our Government with-
ont reason! Great Britain has a territory of
121,000 square miles to guard and watch; the
United States 3,600,000 square miles, To collect
the internal revenue over these areas, Groat Britain
employs 5,965 ofcials and other persons, at & cost
of abont $10,000,000 yearly. Wo employ, to watch
a territory thirty times as large, only 4,008 persons,
and the total cost of collecting the internal revenue
is$5,118,735. For the current year the number of
persons employed will be still smaller and the ex-
penses loss, To wateh its littlo const line and col-
leet dntles on fmports, Great Britain omploys 5,223
offlelals and othor persons, snd the cost of colleot'on
is about $5,000,000. Toe watch a coast-line many
times as long, our Government spends in collection
of customs only $6,500,000, We collect $214,700,-
000 from customs, at a cost of about 3 conts for
every dollar collected; Great Dritain
$08,300,000 from oustoms, at a cost of abont &
ponta for avery dollar collocted. We colleet $144.-
700,000 internal revenue, at a costof only 8.5 centa
on the dollar, though the territory to be guarded is
thirty times that of Great Britain, but the British
internal reveuue is $207,330,000, collected at o
post of 3.7 cents on the dollar, Perhaps it would
be as well not to abuse our own admipistration of
aflairs so often,

 PERSONAL.

Mrs, Loniss Chandler Moulton will probably re
turn to this country next week,

The Roquette gold medal awnrded to Lisutenant
Schwatka by the Geographical Bociety of Paris has
been forwarded to him at Vancouver. It Is a com-
Em[uu_ to thosn awarded by the same society to

ang, Hayes and Hall for their explorations,

Mr, Burnett, who was Mr, Teller's private secre«
tary when that gentleman was In the SBenate, relates
to a Cleveland Herald reporter what he declares to
have been the exact ciroumstances of his patron's
appointment to a Cabinet oios. Benator Teller had
been strongly urglug the appointment of ex-Senator
Chaffoe, asling it of the Presldent as a matter of
political polley and as a parsoual favor to himself,
when one day the President sent for him and said
that ho had deolded that he conld not invite Mr,
Chaffec into his Cabinet, * but,” he added, as Mr.
Teller, flushied and plgued, rose to depart, ** I have
also deoirivﬂuihnt unless Hohry M, '(lollnr nccepts
md appointment a8 Bocretary of the Interior, that
offioe will remain vacant during my ontire Presi-
dontial term.” In vain Mr, Teller protested that ho
conld not sccept the place he had songht for another;
“ I will wee that Mr. Chaffes and his friends under-
“M'ilro“ mition,” sald the President. * But,”

d Mr, Teller, ** I am heartily opposed to you on

o allver quuflo:k on the lnd{nn question and on
theland question.” * That is just one rewson why
iuaist on having yon in my Cabinet.”

Pay Director John 8, Cunningham, of the Navy,
has boen detached as inapector of provisions and
clothing at the Navy Yard, and ordered to settlo ac-
counts, having been relisved by Pay Inspector Am-
brose J. Clark. Pay Director Cunningham was
born in Bouth Carollus, Decomber 23, 1521,
was appoloted puiser in the Navy on March 1.
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The Rev. George Washington Nelley, who
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performed fifty-eight yoars’ sotive servios in the
Methodist mimstry, He it was who led a charge of
the Confederate troops In the battle at Brook
Church, near Richmond. In the midst of the fight,
na the story ie told In * Soldler Lilé in the Army of
Northern Virginia,” s voles was heard, shouting
“Where's my boy! I'm looking for my boy!”
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WasmiseroN, Dee. 10.—General Richard D,

Cutts, of the Coast Sarvey, 1 lying dangerously ill
mdmu in Washington, frem an attack of

Rio pE JaNEIRO, Deo. 10.—The Emperor of Brazil
haa created Bir Salvador de Mendonea, Brazilian

o Sene ot it Pty S oy
" ; n
Ofdu,::t the Rose,

COn10Aao, Dee. 10.—George C. Cochran, for many
years chief associate editor of The Lowisville Courier-
Jowrnal, and 0, . Mathews, cit tor of The In-

[ have &nrf ﬁln go

dianapolia News, assume
od.ltori;lrolltionl on The Current, which will appear
in this eity on Decomber 22,

WasHINGTON, Dee. 10.—In the absence of Secre-
tary Folger and Assistant Secretary French, Assist
ant Secretary New is acting as Secretary of the
Treasury, olﬁ: is suffering from an
attack of biliousnes#s, and his physician haa advised
}u:: ‘ii: rest .-Iud m}::rain ;gnwlgw oo for &
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TALKS ABOUT TOWN,

THE CAPTAINS AND THE JUSTICE.
Captain Garland, Broadway Squad.—1 don't bellove
Justioce Murray will get any peace until he proves lils
charge agalust the Polloo Captalns or backs sqg ly
down on what be has aald. Tt was o grataltous calamuy,
It certainly doesn't apply to allithe Captains and he doca’t
pretond it docs.  If it fs true of any one or more of them
then it s Justioe Murray’s duty to make specific oharges,
Town a Uttle house, worth now probably ten thousand
dollars, but that s about all the property I ean shiow
after yoars of servieo at o salary above the average of
men fo this ¢lty.  There {8 one explanation for some of
the foroe which {s not genorally understood. Police
officials very often get thelr morchandise, such na cloth=-
Ing, grocerfes and the like, at cost prices.  Merchants
insist on sfing them loss b they wish to be on
good terms with the foree, on whowm they depend for
protection of thelr storas, How Is the policeman to avold
such gratultical Some undoubtedly get many prescuts
as well, but thelr position indnees many merchants
favor theis in purchosing all thoy esn witheut vileuding
them,

JUDGE BARRETT'S PLAY,
Er-Judge Diltenhoefer.—1 have resd Judge Barrett's
play which Mr. Wallack s to produce next week. It does
not trest of the divoree guestion exeept Incideutally.
The story is a pretty though not a particularly now one.
(A8 Mr. Wallack, pule and weak, orossed the lobhy,)
Yes; Mr. Wallaok hns hod o serfous time of it,  He has
beeu a very slek man.

THE * CROWN PRINCE OF TEXAM."
Colomel Thomas Ochiltree. —No; they didn't call ‘me the
Orown Prioce of Texas on the other side, hut they treated
wie a8 though T was, T am not responaible for the greal
lnftux of English nobleman and eapitalists in my State,
but [ would Uke to luflucnee mwore of thom ta come thers,

NO DEFENCE FOR O‘DONNELL.

Distriet Attorney Catlin,—They bave mnde short shrift
of O'Dounell in Englund, haven't they? Inever saw a
defence so weak aud puerile.  And what there was of it
waa ovidently fubricated.  But if thoy invented auy tes-
thwony ut all, I wonder they did not “ go the whole hogy”
What lttle evidenoce contrmdictory of young Carey they
did get in only erested tho Lmpressiop that Lhe wities
for O'Donnell wus lylng, and that hurt the prisoncr a8
muoch as anything else, It evidently deprived hin of any
sympathy which might bave previously existed. Bug
really there was no defpnce of the murder, except that
the vietlm was an informer,

PROFESSIONAL CRITICISMS OF “ STORM BEATEN.”

Steele Mackaye, dramatist (To Stage Manager E. L.
Titon).—Why do you allow Miss Ellsler to remaln so
(ulet wway up the stage when Rankin, her lover, returns
from the dead ¥ And the last act la played too slow,
Most of the people In the ocust mwove about as if they
thought they were In oburch with ereaklng boots on.
The play is an eftective one, but there Is tno mueh talk
wbout praying and too many prayers, The average is two
to an aot, I belleve.

Awgustin B Cazawran, adapter. —1 never had such a
olumay plece to work with before, TIn its orlginal form
it was something horribly heavy. Why, Mr. Buchanan
bad lis liero and villain shake hands and make up on the
jeeberg, and lie down and dle together. Bome of the
situations are ridiculous enough as it s, but you should
have seen the original. It is absurd to find this viain,
who betrays a girl, abandons her, tries tojburn up a ship
and to stah her brothoer tu the back, coming baok and res
pouting In the last aet o the most business-like way, but
in the original these were about the lizhtest of his erimes,
1 conldn’t eut them all out.  Nor could T wholly ellminats
the mauy religlons expressions which sound blasphemons
to many. As for the two prayers which aro uttored, they
are in Buchanan's own language.
Literary Lady to Male Esoort (Reading from pro-
grwnme ), —* The ourtain will remaln down ounly thres
minutes between the two scenes of the thind act." T sup-
pose that cannot be * three minules for refreshments.™

GENERAL NOTES.

In the course of a recent lecture in Baltimore
on the subject of food and the markets in thelr relationd
te munieipal hyglens Dr. Joln 8. Billlngs afirmed that
fifty-thren  diphtheris epldemlos, seven wsoarlet fever
opidemios and twelve typhold epldemics in Eogland had
been direotly traced to the milk supply.

The road from San’ José to the summit of
Mount Hamilton, on whioh the Lick Observatory la ap-
proaching completion—ns distance of twenty-seven milia
~=wis constructed at n cost of $50,000, and has alrenly
become ona of the fanious drives of the State.  The road
Ia 80 smooth, so well uaintalned sl of sueh easy grndes,
thnt u good apan of horses attached to & Light wiagon csd
caally make the ascent b four hours,

Beef tea has become a popular bar-romm
beverage in Omaha. The demand, which began tobs
lively early in the sutumn, bas now attalued soch pre=
portions thiat the prohibiticn folk are perfectly delighed.
Sald a phitlosophical barkecper to A reporter the other
diay:s “Atficst we laughied ut the lleaof golng to the
trouble of making It, but now we laugh becauso we do
make it, We soll over 100 drinks per diy, and ns ii 154
fiftecn-vent drink thero is no reason why ‘we sbould not
smile.§ Who drinks it, do you say! Why, everyhody ; tho
man about town who has been out with the boys comes
in hore In the morning and calls for boel lea; the bus-
Ji0#s AN oolos 10 the afternoon snd braces Lis systom
with boof ten; the tompermneo man who drops L with
o bibulous friend takes beof tea; and, fu fact,” overyl
is becoming & slave to it."

Several of the Boston papers have complained
of the alleged incMciency of the dramatic compauy =
gaged by Measts. Brooks & Dickson and Florence MeVick-
er, to not with Edwin Booth, This company, howeven
comprises several names that have long and gencrally
boen sovounted execllent. We have not scen the organk
sation st work ; but, on the faoce of it, & company inclad
ing Eben Plympton for losding Juvenilea, D. 0. Anderi®
tor old men, Owen Fawoott forsecontrio comedy, Miss ida
Vernon for * heavy" women, John A. Lane IMWE
;Lf:_h MoeC 3 ::ld Mm in Caseive, :.-mmﬂm:'
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